I

United Nations Office for South-South Cooperation

United Nations
Office for South-South Cooperation
INTRODUCTION

• It is my pleasure to be with you at this Interactive Dialogue convened by the President of the General
Assembly.
•

I welcome the focus on transforming agriculture to combat hunger. Countries of the South can advance
this cause significantly by sharing policies, commodities, tools and especially concrete best practices that
work,to feed more people.

•

I would like to express my gratitude to H.E. Mr. Tijjani Muhammad-Bande for keeping South-South and
Triangular cooperation high in his Agenda.

•

I take this opportunity to convey my thanks Mr. Qu Dongyu, Director-General of the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations,for his leadership on this important subject; and through
him to our colleagues at FAG for their tireless work on food security and agricultural development.

CURRENT HUNGER and FOOD SECURITY FACTS

The challenge hunger presents is great. And it is crosscutting.
Today,the number of people who go to bed hungry exceeds 820 million.

Asia accounts for nearly two thirds,63 percent, of this group.

Sub-Saharan Africa remains the region with the highest prevalence of hunger, with the rate increasing
from 20.7 percent in 2014 to 23.2 percent in 2017.

Every year the world wastes about a third of the food it produces.

Meanwhile,studies indicate that climate change could add 12 percent to food prices in Africa by 2030where food consumption in the poorest households amounts to over 60 percent of their total spending
SOUTH-SOUTH COOPERATION

• There is a wealth of agricultural experience existing in the South that has enormous potential to
transform the state offood security and hunger in other countries of the South.
• For example, Brazil transformed its vast tropical savannah into one of the world's hubs of soybean
production in two decades.
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• Through appropriate policy changes, Vietnam turned itself from one of the world's largest importers of
rice into the world's second-largest exporter.

• Fertilizer subsidy programs turned Malawi into a net exporter of maize.

• South-South cooperation can play a greater role than ever before in tackling food challenges.

• We all recognize that relevant lessons of development experience and practice can come from any part
of the world.

• We have witnessed the power of South-South cooperation and how it draws on principles of mutual
benefit and symbiotic partnerships.
• We see how knowledge exchange inspires partners to adapt and adopt solutions and approaches that
work for them.

• We know how South-South knowledge sharing helps to empower countries to lead their own
development processes based on their specific priorities.
BAPA+40 andSDG2

• As you may know,the year 2019 marked a new beginning for South-South and Triangular Cooperation.
• The Second High-level United Nations Conference on South-South Cooperation (BAPA+40) which took
place in March last year, in Buenos Aires, Argentina, demonstrated once again the great potential of
South-South Cooperation in boosting productive capacity, trade, promoting technology transfer, and
supporting inclusive growth in developing countries.

• The BAPA+40 outcome specifically singles out the importance of using South-South cooperation in
agriculture toward ensuring food security.
• SDG 2, Zero Hunger, can be reached more effectively if we "leverage the role of South-South and
Triangular cooperation as a means to ensure food security and nutrition, including through the
promotion of sustainable agriculture and food systems,food processing agro-industries, which have the
potential to link with global value chains and effectively address the market needs of developing
countries".

•

Last year's High-level Political Forum on Sustainable Development (HLPF), held in New York in July,
highlighted the need to employ all means possible, including SSTC, to ensure that the 820+million food
insecure and malnourished people are not left behind in benefitting from development and
humanitarian initiatives.

•

Last September, at UN Headquarters and worldwide, we marked the United Nations Day for SouthSouth cooperation where we re-affirmed our commitment to take joint action to deliver SDG2 - Zero
Hunger,and the larger SDG Agenda.

MOVING FORWARD - POST BAPA+40
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Countries In the South have a rich history ofcollaboration for development.
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- Southern partners will be able to
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We stand ready to support your work.

November by Thailand and ESCAP.

