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Mr. Chairman,

CHAPTER IX: PROTECTION OF THE ENVIRONMENT IN RELATION

TO ARMED CONFLICTS

Malaysia would like to congratulate Ms. Marja Lehto for her appointment

as the new Special Rapporteur for the topic Protection of the Environment

in Relation to Armed Conflicts. We thank her for her first report which has

been considered by the Commission during its 70^'^ Session.
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2. Malaysia notes the Commission has provisionally adopted a

number of draft principles and commentaries thereto. Malaysia hopes to

continue following the work of the Commission on this topic closely given

its significance in addressing the effective protection and management of

the environment, in peacetime, or through and after armed conflicts.

3. Malaysia's statement on this topic will focus on selected issues of

importance to Malaysia, as well as on the draft principles most recently

adopted on a provisional basis by the Commission.

'Environment' and 'natural environment'

4. Malaysia would like to recall its observations on the discrepancy of

concepts particularly with regard to the terms 'environment' and 'natural

environment' used in the draft principles. Hence, Malaysia would reiterate

the importance of identifying distinguishable criteria to avoid confusion in

the use of either term. Indeed, environmental issues encompass, not just

the natural environment, but also issues relating to human rights,

sustainability and cultural heritage.

5. In this regard, Malaysia would support an earlier proposal discussed

by the Commission to revisit at a later stage the issue concerning the

designation of the said terms, 'environment' and 'natural environment',

specifically, to determine the appropriate use of such terms in the context

of given principles.
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Rights of indigenous peoples

6. With regard to draft principle 6 in relation to indigenous peoples

which has been provisionally adopted, Malaysia would like to reiterate its

recognition of the special relations between indigenous communities and

their precious natural living environments. In general, Malaysia's domestic

laws recognize the right of indigenous peoples, as embedded in the

Federal Constitution.

7. Malaysia is of the view that indigenous communities are particularly

affected by, and have a significant role to play in, post-conflict remediation

efforts. In this connection, it would be worthwhile for the Commission to

pay special regard to the rights and roles of the local communities and

indigenous groups most connected to their natural living environments

whose welfare and livelihoods are detrimentally affected by the

environmental impacts and remnants of war.

Peace operations and remedial measures - Malaysia's views as part

of peacekeeping operations (draft principles 8,14 and 15)

8. Malaysia wishes to inform that Malaysia's peaceful transition to

independence in 1957 has instilled in it the conviction in conflict resolution

through peaceful means. In this regard, Malaysia has been supporting

and actively participates in peacekeeping operations under the auspices

of the United Nations Peacekeeping Operations (UNPKO).


